
November 14, 2019 
 
Greetings from Morningside! 
 
I am delighted to invite you and your bands to the 48th Morningside Jazz Festival to be held Wednesday 

through Friday, February 5–7, 2020 in beautiful Eugene C. Eppley Auditorium on the campus of 

Morningside College. 1A and 3A bands will perform Wednesday, 2A bands on Thursday, and 4A bands 

on Friday. Please note the change in day for 3A bands from previous years. With a number of schools 

reclassifying, I want to be able to accommodate as many groups as possible. 
 
Many of you have made tradition of bringing bands to the festival and we welcome you back along with 

others who are attending for the first time. Our festival is competitive and rankings are given, but we are 

also happy to welcome groups ‘for comments only;’ we work hard to make this a positive and educational 

experience. Each group will receive a clinic from one of our guest artists. 
 
This year’s guest artists/clinicians are Marcus Lewis, trombone, and Brandon Draper, drums/percussion. 
 
Marcus Lewis currently lives in Kansas City where he leads his own quintet and 18-piece big band. His 

latest project, ‘Brass and Boujee,’ debuted in the top 15 on both the Apple Music and Billboard 

contemporary jazz charts. He has performed all over the world, as well as appearances on SNL, David 

Letterman, and American Idol. Marcus has performed, recorded, and/or toured with Aretha Franklin, 

Prince, Bruno Mars, B.o.B., and Janelle Monáe, among many others. Mr. Lewis is a passionate music 

educator and is the founder and artistic director of Future Jazz, a nonprofit dedicated to jazz education. 

 
Brandon Draper has enjoyed a celebrated career as drummer, percussionist, producer, multi-

instrumentalist, and educator. Brandon has performed at countless universities, concert halls, and 

conventions throughout the United States, as well as some of Europe’s most prominent jazz festivals. In 

addition, he has recorded and/or performed with DJ Logic, Donna Summer, Dick Oatts, and many others 

in multiple genres. In addition to freelancing and teaching, he runs the acclaimed children’s interactive 

music program, Drum Safari. Mr. Draper is currently on the music and jazz faculty at The University of 

Kansas where he teaches jazz drums, world percussion, steel band, as well as courses in music business. 

 
Both Lewis and Draper will join the Morningside Jazz Ensemble for the Festival Finale Concert on 

Friday evening at 7pm. In addition, on Wednesday and Thursday we will present short midday concerts 

for those who cannot return Friday evening. 
 
Following the performance of the last school in each class, an awards ceremony will take place and 

adjudication packets will be distributed, along with trophies for the top three bands in each class. 

Outstanding soloist and musicianship certificates will be awarded to deserving students as determined by 

the adjudication panel. 
 
Along with this letter, you will find information regarding registration, deadlines, fees, and guidelines. Do 

not hesitate to contact me with any questions. Jazz and jazz education continue to be a strong force in 

Siouxland; we look forward to welcoming you to Morningside! 

 

Dr. Erik Mahon 

Assistant Professor Music 

Director of Jazz Studies 

Morningside College 

mahone@morningside.edu 


