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Welcome 
 
The leadership of the Master Chorale wishes to welcome you to membership 
in our ensemble. We hope our organization will provide you with the fullest 
opportunity for musical expression among friends who share your love of 
music. 
 
 
Vision, Mission Statement, and Goals  
 
VISION 
 
The Master Chorale will be a positive force in the advocacy and evolution of 
the choral art through cultivating educational opportunities, nurturing 
intergenerational experiences, and creating musical excellence in, and 
beyond, the Siouxland community. 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The Master Chorale prepares and performs choral music to the highest artistic 
standards for the Siouxland community. 
 
GOALS 
 

- To strive for excellence and to share the aesthetic beauty of choral 
music through performances that meet the highest artistic standards 

- To cultivate a sense of community and camaraderie among people of 
all ages, both students and community members, who appreciate the 
choral art 

- To support the academic and artistic growth and development of 
students at Morningside College 

- To perform music of various styles and genres in a variety of 
performance venues 
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Conductor, Dr. Ryan Person 
 
Dr. Ryan Person is the Director of Choral Activities at Morningside College in 
Sioux City, Iowa, where he directs The Morningside Choir, Camerata, and 
Master Chorale.  
 
Prior to Morningside, he taught and studied at Texas Tech University where 
he served as Graduate Associate Conductor of the Texas Tech University 
Choir and Women's Chorale. He additionally instructed the Texas Tech 
Matador Singers (men’s choir) and University Singers. As a professor of 
Conducting and Choral Teaching Methods, Person has a special interest in 
the growth and development of future music educators. However, he also 
savors collaboration with students from all areas of study.  
 
Prior to moving to Texas, Person led the choral music program at West High 
School in Iowa City, Iowa. Ensembles under his direction were featured at 
notable choral conferences and festivals around the Midwest, including the 
2014 North Central American Choral Directors Conference.  
 
During his fifteen years as a choral conductor and educator, Person has been 
an active member of professional choral music organizations and has held 
numerous leadership positions. He has often served as a guest director, 
clinician, and presenter and was most recently honored to co-present a 
choral literature session with Richard Bjella at the 2017 National Collegiate 
Choral Organization Conference in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
 
Person completed Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Choral Conducting from 
Texas Tech University. He holds additional degrees from Michigan State 
University and Luther College.  
 
 
Collaborative Pianist, Jayne Koch 
 
Jayne Koch graduated from Briar Cliff University with a BA in Music 
Education and Performance.  Since graduating, Jayne has primarily worked at 
3 different churches, overseeing, directing, coordinating and accompanying 
vocal and instrumental groups for 22 years.  She has also accompanied high 
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school choirs in the Siouxland area for over 30 years, touring with groups to 
Indianapolis, Chicago, Kansas City, New Orleans, Dallas, Denver, Memphis, 
San Antonio, Louisville, Milwaukee, and New York City, even performing as 
the Heelan High School accompanist at Carnegie Hall in New York City.  
Jayne has also been involved every August in the Pre-All State Choral Music 
Camp at Briar Cliff University since it began in 1987.  Jayne decided a year 
ago to switch gears, and now works for Mid-Step services as an HCBS 
coordinator, in addition to accompanying vocal and instrumental students at 
Morningside College and continuing to play for church services on a regular 
basis. She has been an accompanist at Morningside College since 2006, 
playing for Master Chorale since 2012. 
 
Jayne has been married for 28 years, and has 3 grown children. 
 
History of the Master Chorale 
 
The Master Chorale has been part of the Siouxland musical community for 
over 70 years. Adopted by Morningside College in 2012, the group is 
composed of professional, community, and college musicians from the tri-
state area, the Chorale is committed to the performance of quality choral 
music. To fulfill of its mission, the group has collaborated in-performance 
with the Sioux City Symphony, Sioux City Municipal Band, All-America 
Band.  
 
The Master Chorale has toured throughout the Siouxland area. In June 2006, 
the ensemble traveled to Portland, Oregon, to sing in the annual Festival of 
Roses. In 2000, the choir served as goodwill ambassadors for the Siouxland 
community to five cities in Japan including Yamanashi City, a sister city to 
Sioux City. Since their affiliation with Morningside College, the group has 
been a centerpiece in each year’s regionally recognized Christmas at 
Morningside performance. 
 
Since its inception, the Master Chorale has had exceptional music leadership. 
Some past conductors include Dr. Harry Moon, Dr. Greg Fuller, Dr. Gary 
McKercher, and Dr. Mark Simmons, Gene Wagner, and Timothy Watson. 
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Rehearsal Attendance and Etiquette 
 
ABSENCES 
 
Absences are highly discouraged as successful concerts are dependent upon 
well-attended rehearsals.  
 

Community Members 
 

One (1) absence is allowed per concert cycle. More than one 
unexcused absence may render a member ineligible to perform in that 
specific concert. If you must miss a rehearsal, please email or text Dr. 
Person prior to the rehearsal. personr@morningside.edu / cell: (319) 
631-8311  

 
Morningside Undergraduate Students 

 
As with all Morningside College choir courses that meet two (2) hours 
per week, absences are not permitted during the semester. Each 
absence from rehearsal will result in your course grade being lowered 
by one letter grade. If you must miss a rehearsal, please email or text 
Dr. Person prior to the rehearsal: personr@morningside.edu / cell: (319) 
631-8311 

 
TARDIES 
 
Rehearsals begin promptly at 7:00 pm, and please be in your seat and ready 
to sing. Tardiness to two (2) rehearsals will count as one unexcused absence. 
Leaving rehearsal after break will also count as an unexcused absence 
 
ETIQUETTE 
 
Please carry your music in a black binder (three-ringed or otherwise) and 
bring a pencil to each rehearsal. Carefully mark your music to ensure proper 
practice during and outside of rehearsals.  
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The use of cell phones is strictly prohibited during rehearsal. All devices 
should be turned to silent. In an emergency, please quietly step out of 
rehearsal to take a phone call or respond to a text. 
 
Excessive side conversations during rehearsal are not recommended or 
permitted. Questions pertinent to the music are welcomed. However, if 
possible, please refrain from interrupting rehearsal momentum and flow. 
 
A respectful atmosphere will be maintained between conductor, singers, and 
collaborative pianist. The outward demonstration of kindness and generosity 
is recommended at all times. In addition, always go out of your way to 
welcome guest singers. 
 
BREAK 
 
During weekly two-hour rehearsals, a 10-minute break will generally be 
granted to support rejuvenation and fellowship. 
 
 
Dress Rehearsal Attendance 
 
Attendance at the dress rehearsal prior to each performance is mandatory, 
and your time will be valued and maximized. Absence from the dress 
rehearsal may render the singing ineligible to sing in the performance and 
will count as an unexcused absence. 
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2019-2020 Rehearsal and Concert Calendar 
 
All rehearsal and performance dates are listed below. Any changes will be 
announced at rehearsals or sent via email. Regular rehearsals are held 
Tuesdays from 7:30-9:30 pm in Eppley Auditorium. Music disbursement will 
take place at 7:10 pm before the first rehearsal of each concert cycle. 
 
CONCERT DATES 
 
Sunday, September 22 Homecoming Choral Concert  Eppley Aud. 
Thursday, December 5 Christmas at Morningside  Eppley Aud. 
Friday, December 6 Christmas at Morningside  Eppley Aud. 
Sunday, March 22 Master Chorale Choral Concert Eppley Aud. 
Saturday, April 18 Finale Choral Concert   Eppley Aud. 
 
ALL REQUIRED DATES 
 
Aug. 27  Section placements    6:00-9:00 pm 

(one 5-minute time slot)    
Sept. 3  First Rehearsal    7:00-9:00 pm 
Sept. 10  Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Sept. 17  Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Sept. 22  Homecoming Choral Concert 2:00 pm 
Sept. 24  Rehearsal (return music)  7:00-9:00 pm 
Oct. 1  Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Oct. 8  Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Oct. 15  Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Oct. 22  Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Oct. 29  Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Nov. 5  Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Nov. 12  Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Nov. 17 (Sun.)  CAM Choral Rehearsal   6:00-8:00 pm 
Nov. 24 (Sun.)  CAM Choral Rehearsal   6:00-8:00 pm 
Dec. 1  CAM Rehearsal    6:30-10:00 pm 
Dec. 3  CAM Rehearsal    6:30-10:00 pm 
Dec. 4  CAM Dress Rehearsal   6:30-10:00 pm 
Dec. 5  Christmas at Morningside  7:30 pm 
Dec. 6  Christmas at Morningside  7:30 pm 
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Jan. 14   Rehearsal resumes   7:00-9:00 pm 
Jan. 21   Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Jan. 28   Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Feb. 5   Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Feb. 12   Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Feb. 19   Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Feb. 26   Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Mar. 3   NO REHEARSAL    7:00-9:00 pm 
Mar. 12   NO REHEARSAL – SPRING BREAK  
Mar. 19   Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Mar. 22   Master Chorale Spring Concert 3:00 p.m.  
Mar. 24   Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Mar. 31   Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Apr. 7   Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Apr. 14   Rehearsal     7:00-9:00 pm 
Apr. 17   Dress Rehearsal (all choirs)  6:30-9:30 pm 
Apr. 18   Finale Choral Concert   7:30 pm 
     
 
Financial Responsibility 
 
Concert attire must be purchased by all Master Chorale members. 
 
 
Sheet Music and Other Scores 
 
Unless otherwise mentioned, sheet music and scores will be purchased and 
provided by Morningside College. All music is to be returned following each 
concert cycle. Fees will be assessed for lost or damaged music. 
 
 
Announcements 
 
Dr. Person and other designated leaders may make announcements at the 
beginning or during the middle of rehearsals. Non-Master Chorale related 
questions should be emailed to Dr. Person prior to rehearsal at 
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personr@morningside.edu . Additional announcement methods include mass 
email and group text. 
 
 
Concert Attire 
 
Morningside College does not provide concert attire for the Master Chorale 
Therefore, it is imperative that all ensemble members dress as uniformly as 
possible. Nothing shall be worn that will hinder a uniformed appearance. 
Please adhere to the following dress code requirements: 
 
OPTION 1 
 
Black tuxedo (coat and pants) 
Collared white tuxedo shirt 
Black neck tie  
Black vest 
Black socks 
Black dress shoes 
 
OPTION 2 
 
All black attire (without other colors) 

Tops 
o Black long or 3/4 sleeved blouse/top/bodice must reach shortly 

above the elbow (no cap sleeves, bare shoulders, cold shoulders, 
sheer sleeves, plunging necklines)  

Skirt 
o Black floor length skirt that touches the top of the shoe (no 

cropped pants, ankle pants, leggings, denim, or yoga pants) 
Shoes 

o Black closed toe shoes (no flip-flops or shoes with decorations) 
Jewelry 

o Simple jewelry is allowed. However, no item(s) should distract 
from the appearance of or draw attention to the wearer. 
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DRESS CODE VIOLATIONS 
 
If your attire violates the dress code, you will be given the following options: 

- Change clothes (time permitting) 
- Singers unwilling to change to follow dress code requirements will not 

be permitted to participate in the performance. 
 
 
Personal Hygiene 
 
In consideration of others around you, please do not wear any scented 
personal hygiene products such as scented hairspray, lotion, perfume, 
cologne, or aftershave. Due to the close proximities of performance and 
rehearsal spaces, it is essential that we cognizant of allergies or sensitivities to 
strong fragrances. 
 
 
Conductor’s Notes 
 
The excellence achieved in performance is first established during the 
rehearsals. Choral singing requires intense concentration on the music, the 
conductor, the choral sound, and the individual’s contribution to the 
ensemble. Our rehearsals have several goals: 
  
To know everything in the printed score. Only then can we go beyond the 
“blueprint” to discover the essence and life of the music.  
 
To absorb the music and text into the minds, the voices, the ear, and the 
articulators. Our musical imaginations can only be realized when the 
mechanics of music making are solidified. 
  
To produce a collective effort toward a common goal. We must sing as 
individuals but listen and think as one entity.  
 
To achieve a depth of dramatic and emotional understanding that at least 
equals our musical experience.  
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To strive for the truth of beauty that does not wait for public performance.  
 

Self-Discipline 
The key to the realization of these goals is discipline. This discipline is 
sometimes painful, frequently frustrating, ultimately satisfying, but 
never easy. It is a discipline that demands intense concentration and 
patience when faced with the monumental task of reproducing that 
which is greater than ourselves. It is a discipline that requires an ever-
consistent attitude of perfection in an art that denies perfection. And it 
is a discipline that produces the most profound joy when we have 
journeyed together and finally produced that which we call our best 
effort.  

 
 Listening 

The success of a choral ensemble is largely dependent on careful and 
critical listening. Vocal color, articulation, shape, dynamics, intonation, 
blend, phrasing, and collective choral tone all depend on how critically 
you listen.  

 
 Quality Vocal Production 

Always think before making a sound. The physical and mental 
preparation prior to a vocal entrance is paramount. You must imagine 
the color of the required sound, the necessary articulation of the 
consonant/vowel, the proper placement of the vowel, the correct 
dynamic level, the movement of the phrase, etc.  

 
 
Contact Information 
 
Conductor 
Dr. Ryan Person  personr@morningside.edu cell: (319) 631-8311 
	


