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The Morningside Choir

Dr. Ryan Person, Conductor

Eastern European Tour
May 15-25, 2022

Tour Performances
Tuesday, May 17
7:30 p.m.
Culture centre Kubitz
Munich/Unterhaching, Germany
Jahnstrasse 1, 82008 Unterhaching, Germany

Thursday, May 19
3:00 p.m.
Salzburg Cathedral
Domplatz 1a, 5020 Salzburg, Austria
7:00 p.m.
Pfarrkirche St. Martin Thalgau
Marktpl. 1, 5303 Thalgau, Austria

Saturday, May 21
7:00 p.m.
Festsaal des Akademischen Gymnasium Wien
Innere Stadt, Beethovenplatz, 1010 Vienna, Austria
Joint performance with Neue Wiener Stimmen

Tuesday, May 24
7:00 p.m.
Dvořák Music Festival
Basilica of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary
Svata Hora 590
Pribram II, 261 01 Pribram, Czech Republic

The Morningside University experience cultivates
a passion for lifelong learning and a dedication
to ethical leadership and civic responsibility.

Program
Be Not Afraid

Hentakan Jiwa

Knut Nystedt (1915-2014)
Sung in English

Ken Steven (b. 1993)
Sung in Malay

Be not afraid I am with thee,
Tremble not for I am thy God!
I strengthen thee for I am thy help!
Tremble not for I am thy God!
By redemption thou art saved,
you are mine!
Fear not for you are called and named,
you are mine!

Stomping
Slightly move the cloth or handkerchief
Jumping or stepping of the foot
Walking while moving the body
Moving the hand gracefully
Dragging the foot
A small run
Running as if to strike a foe, but suddenly stopping
Bowing and moving the body
Walking in a straight line
Stringing rhythm
Soul
Expression of the dancing soul

Gospodi lisuse
(No. 2 from Drei Geistliche Gesänge)
Alfred Schnittke (1934-1998)
Sung in Russian
O Lord, Jesus Christ, O, son of God,
have mercy on me, a sinner. - Luke 18:13

My Brilliant Image

Wild Forces (from The Hope for Loving)

One day the sun admitted,
I am just a shadow.
I wish I could show you
The Infinite Incandescence
That has cast my brilliant image!
I wish I could show you,
When you are lonely or in darkness
The astonishing Light
Of your own Being!

Jake Runestad (b. 1986)
There are beautiful, wild forces within us.
Let them turn millstones inside
filling bushels that reach to the sky.

Tse Go La (III. from Tse Go La)
Andrea Clearfield (b. 1960)
Sung in the Mustang dialect of Tibetan
At the threshold of this life
A vast lake appeared before me
The lake unfurled like a flower
I desired (a young woman)
It was as if the true Buddha appeared threefold,
for me to behold
The right side (the father’s side) inspired purity
As there is with an ordained monk,
whose knowledge is as vast as the sky
The left side (the mother’s side) is a place of dakini
In the tradition of the great consorts
From the high land of the rock-strewn hills
I look down upon a beautiful valley
This high mountain pasture nurtures luscious grass,
Just as this is so, it is my karma to wed this beautiful bride

Jasper Sussman (b. 1989)

Amen (from Son of God Mass)
James Whitbourn (b. 1963)

Daniel, Daniel, Servant of the Lord
Traditional Spiritual, arr. Undine Smith Moore (1904-1989)
Oh, the king cried,
Oh, Daniel, Daniel, oh!
A-that-a Hebrew Daniel,
A-that-a Hebrew Daniel,
Daniel, Daniel, oh!
Oh, Daniel, Daniel,
Servant of the Lord!
Among the Hebrew nation,
One Hebrew Daniel was found
They put him in the lion’s den
He stayed there all night long.
Now the King in his sleep was troubled
And early in the morning he rose
To find God sent His angels down
To Lock the Lion’s jaws.
Oh, the king cried,
Oh, Daniel, Daniel, oh!
Servant of the Lord

10-minute intermission
Spiritus Sanctus vivificans vita
Hildegard von Bingen (1098-1179)
Holy Spirit, bestowing life unto life,
moving in All.
You are the root of all creatures,
washing away all impurity.

Sanctus in C major, BWV 237
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts;
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.

Šest moravských dvojzpěvů (6 Moravian
Duets), JW XII/2
Antonín Dvořák (1841-1904), arr. Leoš Janáček (1854-1928)
No. 2 Slavíkovský polečko malý
The little field, the little field is small,
Never, my dearest, will I be yours,
Never, dearest, can it be.
Your mother, my dearest,
Will never agree.
What does it matter about my mother’s permission?
She doesn’t tell us what to do.
If you love only me, dearest,
give me your pretty little hand,
to wish me good night.
No. 3 Holub na javoře
A wild dove flew over the land
until he found grain to eat.
When he had eaten his fill,
He flew to a maple tree.
My sweetheart sits near the maple tree
and embroiders on a little green scarf.
And embroiders a little wreath,
because their sweetheart has left.
And also embroiders a little red rose,
for all love is dead;
they embroider a little wreath,
because their sweetheart has left.
And embroiders a little red rose,
For all love is dead!

I Am Here With You Always
Nilo Alcala (b. 1978)
See me in each butterfly
emerging from its cocoon.
Hear me in the rustling
of the falling leaves.
Kiss me back when the soft breeze
kisses you.
Feel me when your heart
beats in joy and sorrow.
I am here with you
…always.

ll Carnevale di Venezia
Gioachino Rossini (1792-1868)
We are blind; we are born to live on charity.
In this happy season (carnival time) one should not deny charity.
Nice women, dear women for pity’s sake, Don’t be stingy.
Give these poor blind men a little charity.
We are all dear poor men that ring the bells,
who shake the clappers with do re mi fa sol la.
We beg for charity.
Please! Help us lovely women, Be kind with the poor;
We poor are not picky, We are ready to accept whatever you offer.
Please, help us for charity’s sake, the carnival is dying away.

Unclouded Day (No 1. from Heavenly
Home: Three American Songs)
Traditional Early American, arr. Shawn Kirchner (b. 1970)
O they tell me of a home far beyond the skies,
They tell me of a home far away,
And they tell me of a home where no storm clouds rise:
O they tell me of an unclouded day

Performers
Soprano
Anna Fuelberth
Allison Franks
Sydney Garrigan
Calissa Hanson
Rachel Jorgensen
Paige Kolk
Alexa Noonan
Katie Pottebaum
Alto
Taysia Aasen
Genevieve Bundy
Emily Cunningham
Anna Godtland
Alexandra Inskeep
Abby Lincoln
Kelsey Schieffer
Olyvia Selby
Tenor
Blake Hanson
Gerrit Nieuwendorp
Noah Potterf
Riley Salzman
Caleb Sutton
Bass
Collin Adank
Nathan Bowman
Nathan Kitrell
Rhett Lyon
Gabriel Potts
Colby Swan
Matt Tweeten

Program Notes
Be Not Afraid

Hentakan Jiwa

Norwegian composer Knut Nystedt was born into a Christian
home where hymns and classical music were important to
everyday life. After studying with composers and performers
such as Aaron Copland and Robert Shaw, his choral anthems
and motets were celebrated across the world during his
lifetime and continue to thrive. Be Not Afraid is based
on Isaiah 41:10, 43:1, and represents many of his finest
compositional traits, including tone clusters and frequent
meter changes.

Hailing from Indonesia, composer Ken Steven is known
for his fusion of native colors and elements with modern
techniques and harmonies. After completing his Master of
Music degree from California Baptist University, he returned
to Indonesia, and his creative activity and work have made
important contributions to the development of choral music
in Indonesia. The lyrics to Hentakan Jiwa are derived from
the name of basic traditional Malay dance moves.

Gospodi lisuse
Born in the Soviet Union in 1934, Alfred Schnittke studied
in Vienna at an early age, focusing on the styles of Mozart
and Schubert, whom he referenced for musical taste,
manner, and style. However, Schnittke was also deeply
immersed in the music of the famous Soviet composer
Dmitri Shostkovich. While given a German title, his Drei
geistliche Gesänge is composed in the Russian language and
is highlighted by rich, complex harmonies.

Wild Forces
This movement from Jake Runestad’s The Hope of Loving
is based on a text by St. Francis of Assisi, a 12th century
Italian Catholic friar, deacon, mystic, and preacher. The text
translation highlights the inner power and strength we have
as humans to achieve great feats. Based out of Minneapolis,
Minnesota, Runestad is a living American choral composer
whose recent works have been popularized around the globe.

Tse Go La
Andrea Clearfield is an award-winning composer who has
written more than 150 works for orchestra, opera, chorus,
chamber ensemble, dance and multimedia collaborations.
She creates deep, emotive musical languages that build
cultural and artistic bridges. Recent works are inspired by
Tibetan music fieldwork that she conducted in the Nepalese
Himalaya. Translated to “At the Threshold of this Life,” Tse
Go La is excerpted from Clearfield’s large-scale cantata with
the same name. The work is inspired by her fieldwork in
the restricted, remote Himalayan region of Lo Monthang in
Upper Mustang, Nepal.

My Brilliant Image
Jasper Sussman is a collaborative composer and performer
pursuing her Ph.D. in Music at the University of California,
San Diego. Her current work involves discovering,
archiving, mastering, and composing for the myriads of
expressive capabilities that the human voice possesses,
and understanding these sounds musically, culturally,
and anatomically. Daniel Ladinsky’s poem My Brilliant
Image reminds its listener that even in darkness, we are
surrounded by light. Likewise, even in our worst moments,
we are composed of great beauty and worth.

Amen
James Whitbourn is an internationally-renowned
contemporary composer and is recognized as a truly original
communicator in modern British choral music. A ninemovement work, the Son of God Mass features soprano
saxophone, choir, and organ. While much of the work is
plaintive, “Amen” is the work’s final movement, highlighted
by a virtuosic, soaring soprano saxophone line.

Daniel, Daniel, Servant of the Lord
Undine Smith Moore (1904-1989), often recognized as the
“Dean of Black Women Composers,” was a music faculty
member at Virginia State University for forty-five years.
She is most widely known for choral works, oratorios, and
spirituals. Daniel, Daniel, Servant of the Lord, is a lively
spiritual with rhythms that depicts and celebrates biblical
Daniel’s victory over the lion in the den.

Spiritus Sanctus Vivificans Vita

Il Carnevale di Venezia

Recognized as one of the foremost composers of sacred
monophony, Hildegard von Bingen was a 12th century
Benedictine abbess and polymath whose work as a writer,
philosopher, mystic, and medical practitioner defined her
legacy. This antiphon is devoted to the Holy Spirit and offers
swift, fulsome movement to convey the Spirit’s place, both
rooted and rousing, as the source and sustainer of all created
life. Hildegard recognized in her theology of the Holy
Spirit that the power of the Spirit’s rootedness in eternity
dynamically overflows into time and throughout the world,
vivifying what would otherwise be passive and dead.

Composed in 1826, this Rossini quartet was written for the
Carnival in Venice in 1821. Rossini, the violinist Nicolò
Paganini, writer Massimo d’Azeglio, and singer Caterina
Lipparini wrote the Italian text. Disguised as beggars, they
meandered through the city, where they sang this music
begging for charity during the carnival. Rossini is bestknown for his work as an Italian opera composer, providing
the compositional pinnacle of the opera buffa (comic opera).
One of his best-known operas is Il barbiere di Siviglia (The
Barber of Seville).

Sanctus in C Major
Johann Sebastian Bach’s Sanctus in C major, BWV 237, was
composed in 1723 and originally orchestrated for SATB
choir with trumpets, timpani, oboes, violins, violas, and a
basso continuo. While the Sanctus is included with the mass
setting, Bach composed this particular work to stand alone
and in Latin, instead of his native German.

Šest moravských dvojzpěvů, Mvt. II
and III
Czech composer Antonín Dvořák composed hundreds
of works throughout many genres, including symphony,
concerto, opera, and choral. He was a transient composer,
even briefly living in Spillville, Iowa, the home state of
the Morningside Choir. There he composed his admired
“American Quartet”. Šest moravských dvojzpěvů is a cycle of
six Moravian duets arranged for SATB chorus by Dvořák’s
famed Czech contemporary Leoš Janáček.

I Am Here With You Always
Nilo Alcala is the first Philippine-born composer to receive
the Copland House Residency Award, as well as to be
commissioned by the Los Angeles Master Chorale. He
has also notably served as composer-in-residence of the
Philippine Madrigal Singers. In 2021, Alcala lost his mother
to pancreatic cancer. A few days before her passing, he found
this original poem, which she had written on stationary
and pasted in the front cover of her journal. Included were
instructions to share the poem at her wake. Several months
later, he set the poem to music.

Unclouded Day
Shawn Kirchner is an American composer who lives and
works in Los Angeles, California. His songs combine
emotional warmth with carefully crafted lyrics, and are
written in a range of styles including bluegrass, folk,
country, gospel and jazz. Besides composing, Kirchner is a
very accomplished pianist who has worked with the Master
Chorale at Disney Hall and as a free-lancer who plays for
various concerts, studio sessions, and recitals.
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Gaidai Concert Hall in Japan, and Carnegie Hall in New York City.
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Open to all singers regardless of major, Morningside Lyric Theatre
presents a yearly opera or musical in Klinger-Neal Theatre. Students
may hone on-stage performance skills or work behind the scenes.
Recent productions include Bernstein’s Trouble in Tahiti, Purcell’s
Dido and Aeneas, Pirates of Penzance by Gilbert and Sullivan, Next to
Normal, and Into the Woods.

Instrumental
Music Studies
Morningside University provides a wide variety of
instrumental opportunities, ranging from small
chamber groups to large ensembles, and students
of all majors are welcome to participate. Curricular
instrumental ensembles include:
• Pride of Morningside Marching Mustangs
• MU Wind Ensemble
• M Avenue Jazz
• All-America Band
• Kucinski Symphonic Orchestra
Morningside students may also participate in
smaller ensembles within the brass, woodwind,
and percussion programs. Collaborative
opportunities in small ensembles create a
robust musical experience between students
and music faculty, as well as with guest
performers.
• Pep Band
• Jazz Combo
• Flute Choir
• Trombone Choir
• Clarinet Choir • Saxophone Choir
• Brass Ensemble

Experience
Success
Morningside’s music alumni have performed
with prestigious companies around the world,
including the Metropolitan Opera, Broadway’s
St. James Theatre, The La Jolla Playhouse,
London’s West End, The Kennedy Center, and
Opera Neo in San Diego. Recent alumni have
contributed at state, regional, and national
choral conferences and pursued graduate
studies at many notable institutions.

Degree
Programs
Morningside students may earn a Bachelor
of Arts (B.A.) degree in music, a Bachelor of
Music Education (B.M.E.) or a Bachelor of
Science (B.S.) in Arts Administration. Students
may also choose to focus on a minor to deepen
a particular area of interest.

Musical Leadership
Ryan Person, Conductor
Ryan Person serves as director
of choral activities and assistant
professor of music at Morningside
University in Sioux City, Iowa. At
Morningside, his choirs have been
recognized and honored for their
performance since his arrival in
2018. He conducts the forty-five
member Morningside Choir, which
tours continental and international
locations each year. During his time
at Morningside, he has served as a
visionary for new campus festivals and
events while heightening Christmas at Morningside, the School of
Visual and Performing Arts’ annual holiday performance which
attracts thousands of spectators each year.
As an experienced conductor and educator, Person has accepted
numerous professional invitations throughout the Midwest and
Texas. His choirs have been invited to perform at the North Central
American Choral Directors Association Conference and the Iowa
Choral Directors Association Showcase, and he has presented at
the National Collegiate
Choral Organization Conference with mentor Richard Bjella.
Person has been a guest conductor and choral clinician throughout
his career, and he will make his conducting debut at Carnegie Hall
in New York City in 2023. Prior to Morningside, Person studied
and taught at Texas Tech University where he served as graduate
assistant conductor. In addition, he taught high school choral
music for ten years, most notably enriching the choral music
program at West High School in Iowa City, Iowa.
Studying with many of the profession’s finest conductors, Person
earned a doctor of musical arts degree in choral conducting from
Texas Tech University, master of music degree in choral conducting
from Michigan State University, and bachelor of arts degree from
Luther College. He is supported by wife, Abby, and two daughters.

Kate Saulsbury, Collaborative pianist

Music Faculty and Staff
Michele Aichele, University of Iowa. World music.
Mallorie Egbers, Augustana University. Collaborative piano, organ, class piano.
Alyssa Gaines, Indiana University. Applied flute, flute choir.
Martin I. Gaines, University of Arizona. Director of instrumental activities. Morningside Wind Ensemble, The Pride of Marching
Mustangs, Kucinski Symphonic Orchestra, All-America Band, pep band, instrumental conducting.
Kristal Grigsby, Administrative assistant.
Michele Grossman, University of Cincinnati College Conservatory. Collaborative piano.
Jayne Koch, Briar Cliff University. Collaborative piano.
Mike Langley, Morningside University. Applied guitar.
Shirley Neugebauer Luebke, University of Miami. Applied clarinet.
Erik Mahon, University of Kansas. Director of jazz studies. M Avenue Jazz, applied trumpet, introduction to jazz.
James March, University of Iowa. Emeritus director of piano studies, applied piano.
Katherine March, University of Iowa. Applied piano.
Stephanie March, Northwestern University. Applied low strings.
Chrissy Martinez, Briar Cliff University. Collaborative piano.
Eleanor May-Patterson, University of South Dakota. Applied high strings, string pedagogy.
Kati Meyer, University of Iowa. Music department chair, music theory, ear training, composition.
Russ Nagel, University of South Dakota. Applied low brass, brass pedagogy, trombone ensemble.
Joshua Nannestad, Boston University. Director of music education, Cantabile, Symphonic Chorus, conducting, elementary
methods, music history.
Jay O’Leary, University of Colorado. Applied double reeds.
Ryan Person, Texas Tech University. Director of choral activities. The Morningside Choir, Camerata, choral conducting, choral
methods.
Gary Reeves, University of Iowa. Applied horn.
Blair Remmers, University of Northern Iowa. Applied voice, opera.
Shannon Salyards Burton, Boston University. Applied voice, vocal pedagogy, diction.
Kate Saulsbury, University of Northern Iowa. Applied voice, collaborative piano.
Anna Scott, University of Kansas. Applied saxophone, saxophone ensemble.
Ron Smith, Wayne State College. Applied percussion, percussion pedagogy, percussion ensemble.
Heath Weber, Augustana University. Dean for visual and performing arts.
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Morningside University

Morningside University is a private four-year liberal arts university
with a beautiful 69-acre campus located in a safe and residential area in
Sioux City, Iowa. Morningside’s educational programming is designed
to meet the needs of undergraduate, post-undergraduate, and graduate
students in an increasingly fast-paced world with over 65 majors and
pre-professional programs, online graduate programs in education and
nursing, and online bachelor’s degree completion programs. Learn more
at morningside.edu.

Mission Statement
The Morningside University experience cultivates a passion for life-long
learning and a dedication to ethical leadership and civic responsibility.

Fast Facts
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Founded In 1894
Accredited Through The Higher Learning Commission
100% Of Students Receive Financial Aid
13:1 Student To Faculty Ratio
50+ Student Organizations
28 Varsity Sports
Choral, Instrumental, And Theatre Ensembles Open To All Majors
99% Job Or Graduate School Placement Rate
15,000 Alumni Living Around The World

The Morningside University experience cultivates a passion
for lifelong learning and a dedication to
ethical leadership and civic responsibility.
1501 Morningside Avenue
Sioux City, IA 51106
712-274-5511
admissions@morningside.edu

morningside.edu

