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FROM PRESIDENT REYNDERS
Early in my time at Morningside, I shared that excellence was an 
amorphous goal – it changes. The pursuit of excellence has been 
at the center of nearly all Morningside’s work for the last 20 years. 
That work has left Morningside well poised for a bright future.  
Morningside has made active learning experiences a priority for 
students. The campus and its buildings look the best they ever have. 
Student activities are thriving. The pride among those who know 
and love Morningside is palpable. Yet, we know from experience how 
quickly things might turn. 

Morningside must once again examine what 
excellence means in relationship to our future.

The celebration of our 125th anniversary served as a time of reflection 
for me. Even in its earliest days, Morningside was no stranger to 
challenge. Through fire and famine, through times of war and 
enrollment struggles, Morningside has always emerged a better place. 

The last two decades are an example of our perseverance and 
strength as a community. The early 2000’s found us at our lowest 
point. Years of deficit spending had left Morningside financially 
unstable. Enrollment had been on a downward trend for more than 
two decades. Drastic action was needed and taken. 

The period of growth and change that we experienced in the 
two decades since rival any in the College’s history. It’s been an 
incredible comeback story. And though some things have stayed 
the same, Morningside is also a place that has changed.

Take for example our graduate offerings. Morningside has been offering 
Graduate Education since 1967. For the first several decades, student 
enrollment was steady. By 2012, though, online courses had replaced 
older delivery methods and the program saw exponential growth. 

Combined with the additions of Graduate Nursing and a Doctor 
of Nursing Practice program, Morningside now serves more 
graduate students than undergraduate students. Though those 
traditional undergraduate programs remain at the heart of what 
Morningside does, our growth in serving adult students through 
graduate and online offerings has changed our stature and 
strengthened our financial position.
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The integration of experiential learning has also changed the Morningside experience. 

In the early 2000s, it was perhaps a percentage or two of students who studied abroad or traveled 
internationally. Today, nearly ten percent of Morningside students choose to embark on global 
experiences. A required May Term and expanded offerings allow students to have unique learning experiences. 
The growth of internships and externships are giving students more opportunities for real world experiences, 
and Morningside is striving to make these active learning experiences happen earlier and more often. Labs 
and learning tools are used more than ever to engage students. Research is encouraged across disciplines. 
Initiatives such as the Summer Undergraduate Research Program (SURP) and the Palmer Research 
Symposium give students a platform and resources to explore. Project-based learning such as that offered 
through Project Siouxland is paving the way for more innovative ways of teaching and learning. Opportunities 
abound for Morningside students, and those opportunities rival those found at any small university. 

In addition to having more international opportunities for Morningside students, more international 
students are choosing Morningside than ever before. In 2019, Morningside welcomed nearly 70 international 
students to our campus. Our size and opportunities combined with our safe and welcoming community 
make us a choice destination for international students. It is a market we are already working to grow 
and will continue to be vital to our future. However, in expanding to this market, we have also learned that 
our College moniker has been a deterrent in maximizing the number of students Morningside might attract. 
College is not a global term, whereas university is, and an explanation is often required to clarify that college 
and university are interchangeable in relationship to Morningside.

The physical transformation of our campus has also changed our position. In the early 2000s, Morningside’s 
campus looked more like that of a commuter college with its vast array of parking lots and few green spaces 
and walkways. More than $70 million in physical plant investments over the last 15 years have resulted 
in a campus transformed. Here again, Morningside now more resembles a small residential university with 
water features, walkways, and a park-like setting that students often remark feels homey and comfortable. 

An unintended bonus of this transformation is that the campus has also become a destination for the 
community. It’s arguably one of the most photographed places in Siouxland, particularly for homecoming 
and prom photos, and is a highly desirable spot for community events, political rallies, and even weddings.

MORNINGSIDE’S CORE VALUES REMAIN THE SAME, 
BUT MUCH HAS CHANGED
• Graduate and online programs continue to grow and expand as a vital revenue stream, with graduate 

enrollment now exceeding undergraduate enrollment
• Experiential learning is at the center of Morningside’s academic experience, with more research, travel 

opportunities, and active learning choices being offered than ever before
• International student enrollment has increased and is a critical component to our future
• The physical campus has transformed from a series of parking lots and outdated buildings into a beautiful 

park-like residential campus 
• Morningside’s Carnegie Classification was changed from “regional college” to “regional university” more 

than four years ago, placing Morningside among a new group of peer institutions



Perhaps most telling of how we changed is the way we are reflected by others. For nearly 
our entire history, Morningside’s Carnegie Classification was as a “regional college.” 
About four years ago for many of the same reasons I have outlined so far, we were 
reclassified to a “regional university” and placed in an entirely different group of peers,  
giving us an opportunity to distinguish ourselves more appropriately. Morningside has 
changed, and the changes are distinctive and recognizable to those paying attention. 

For those who don’t know us, though, our transformation isn’t as 
obvious. Who we are isn’t as evident. Outside of the immediate Siouxland 
area, many don’t realize Morningside is home to graduate programs. 
International students don’t immediately consider us because the term 
college is unknown to them. Those unfamiliar with Morningside can’t 
immediately appreciate the dramatic transformation to our physical 
campus or academic offerings. 

Meanwhile, the marketplace is growing more competitive. The fight for students is 
fierce. Colleges and universities are facing incredible headwinds from nearly every 
direction. In 2015, Moody’s predicted that closures of small private colleges could triple 
by 2017. While that prediction was not as dramatic in reality, the fact is that the number 
of small private college closures has crept up. It’s imperative we take bold steps to 
prevent such a fate.

THE ELEMENTS OF SUCCESS
Three key factors are vital in keeping Morningside strong. The first is enrollment. 
Keeping enrollment strong keeps revenue strong. Strong enrollment also leads to more 
successful alumni. More successful alumni results in increased giving.  

Gifts from alumni and friends are the second key factor. Fundraising must continue 
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to flourish for Morningside to flourish. Gifts made by the Morningside faithful make scholarships, 
capital projects, and investments in innovation possible. 

Those investments ultimately make the third factor possible – pride in Morningside. It feels good to 
be on a winning team. Morningside doing well makes us all proud, and that pride only increases our 
stature, enrollment, and giving. 

It’s our growth that will ultimately keep these things in balance, and we believe that a future as 
Morningside University will propel our future overall.

THE TRANSITION TO MORNINGSIDE UNIVERSITY
For Morningside to grow, it will require us to expand to new markets. Morningside is well-known in 
its immediate service area and in the hearts and minds of those who love this place. Outside of that, 
though, Morningside is an unknown entity in a highly competitive marketplace. 

Breaking into new markets and expanding our reach will require bold moves 
that affirm the work we have done in the last twenty years. Transitioning from 
Morningside College to Morningside University is a key step.

Rebranding from Morningside College to Morningside University represents the final phase 
of a transformation that has been years in the making. Our history as Morningside College 
has been rich. Morningside holds a special place in the hearts of many. It has changed lives. But 
ultimately, it’s Morningside – not Morningside College or the College – that is the name that most 
resonates with those who love this place. For those that don’t know us, though, the change to 
university has the potential to open new doors and new hearts within the global marketplace.

To all our alumni who are proud Morningside College graduates, please know how 
valued and important you are to our history. I know some of you have already seen 
big changes like this since your days here on campus. I also know we will always be 
Morningside College to many of you, just as you will always be Maroons or Chiefs. 
Regardless of the name, though, my hope is that you will be supportive of a change 
meant to carry Morningside into the future.

Change like this isn’t always easy, but I believe it necessary to ensure our place in the higher 
education space for years to come.

With that, I hope you will join me in celebrating 
our bright future as Morningside University, 
effective June 1, 2021.

Sincerely, 

John Reynders



TRANSITION FAQ
What was the process for making this decision?
The name change has been a discussion at several points throughout the last decade, but particularly 
in the last five years. Morningside’s Carnegie Classification being changed from “regional college” to 
“regional university” served as a major prompt for the discussion, with a task force assembled in Fall 
2017 for a formal discussion about changing the name. At the time, the task force felt Morningside 
needed to spend time working on its larger brand identity and recommended returning to the 
discussion within two years. During those two years, Morningside spent time affirming its brand 
identity and deploying a new marketing campaign that has helped the campus gain better footing 
in the marketplace. Additionally, a Doctor of Nursing Practice program was added that has only 
affirmed Morningside’s place as a regional resource for adults seeking graduate level education. 

What is the difference between a college and a university?
In the United States, the primary difference between a college and a university is that a college 
generally offers bachelor’s degrees, while a university offers undergraduate and graduate programs. 
Morningside has been offering graduate degrees since the late 1960s. In the last decade, graduate 
students outnumber undergraduate students. 

As an added layer, the term college does not translate well internationally because university is most 
commonly used to describe institutions of higher education. 

Is Morningside changing its mission and vision?
Our mission and vision will remain the same except for updating the word college to university, 
reading “The Morningside University experience cultivates a passion for lifelong learning and a 
dedication to ethical leadership and civic responsibility.” 

This is also true of the vision, which will be updated to “The University is a student-centered 
participatory community, offering a liberal arts curriculum combined with a diverse array of 
practical experiences. The goal is the development of the whole person through an emphasis on 
critical thinking, effective communication, cultural understanding, practical wisdom, spiritual 
discernment, and ethical action. The Morningside University graduate is equipped for both personal 
and professional success.

Why the name Morningside University?
There is no question we are Morningside above all else. Most of our alumni, students, faculty, 
and staff strictly refer to us as Morningside, and there was no question that would remain intact. 
The change to university is an update that will help those not yet familiar with us to more readily 
understand what we offer to the region and the world. 

When will the name change officially happen?
We will begin operating as Morningside University on June 1, 2021. We will celebrate the final 
Morningside College graduating class at commencement in May 2021, and then formally begin using 



the new name, logo and seal in June 2021. However, you will begin seeing the 
new marks as early as Fall 2020 as we build excitement and prepare for the 
name change.

Will there be a new logo? Will the mascot change?
The athletic logo will remain exactly as it is since its update in Fall 2018. It 
requires no update since it uses only the word Morningside (not College). The 
mascot will remain a mustang.

The new logo for Morningside University is featured in earlier pages of this 
document and is similar in nature to the current logo.

Will email addresses or websites be changed?
Morningside uses domains and URLs that only use Morningside or Mside, so all 
email addresses and URLs will remain the same.

Will the name change affect Morningside’s rankings (e.g., Wall 
Street Journal, U.S. News & World Report)?
These rankings already account for factors such as degrees offered, student body 
size, campus location, and more. These factors will not change with a name change. 
Our Carnegie Classification that places us within a particular category for these 
rankings had already been altered, which is one of the reasons we chose to move 
forward with the name change.

Will campus signage be updated?
Campus signage will begin to be updated in early 2021 and continuing until the 
legal change on June 1, 2021. 

What institution name will appear if I request a transcript?
Because a transcript is an official academic record of the student, it will show 
the current name of the institution. However, if you graduated from Morningside 
College, the backside transcript key will indicate that, “Prior to June 1, 2021, 
Morningside University was known as Morningside College.”

Will alumni need to get new diplomas that say “Morningside 
University”?
A diploma is a ceremonial, historical document, reflecting the name of the 
institution at the time the student graduated. Alumni do not need to get new 
diplomas that say “Morningside University.” If you are an alumni who would 
like an updated diploma, you may surrender your Morningside College diploma 
and – at a cost – be reissued a Morningside University diploma. Details will be 
available through the Registrar later in 2021.



Now that Morningside will be Morningside University, what institution name 
should I list on my résumé? Should I update LinkedIn or other social media?
If you graduated from Morningside College, use the current name followed by parentheses 
explaining the former name. For example, you could list Morningside University (formerly 
Morningside College). If you are currently an active student that has not graduated or are employed 
by Morningside University as of June 1, 2021, you should use Morningside University.

When can I get new Morningside University items from the Bookstore?
Our Bookstore will begin offering a limited selection of Morningside University items immediately. 
Additional items will be added frequently following the announcement.

Who will be the first graduating class of Morningside University?
Since graduate students will be graduating in June 2021, will diplomas say 
Morningside College or Morningside University?
Given that the graduate programs’ commencement ceremony takes place the second weekend of 
June, all graduate students who are part of the Class of 2021 will be the first official class to graduate 
from Morningside University and will receive diplomas that reflect the new legal name. 

Will the undergraduate graduating Class of 2021 graduate as Morningside 
University?
Undergraduate members of the Class of 2021 will graduate from Morningside College; however, you 
may choose to update your diploma and other information as outlined in previous questions.
 

I was a Maroon or a Chief, or I am proud to be a graduate of Morningside College. 
How will my history be respected?
Though our team at Morningside is enthusiastic about this change and the possibilities it creates 
for Morningside’s future, we know that Morningside has a rich 125-year history that is beloved by 
our alumni and friends. While we hope you will consider embracing this change as a way to keep 
Morningside strong for the next 125 years, we do understand that we will always be Morningside 
College to many. In deference to that, we will work to offer items clothing and other items in the 
Bookstore that strictly use the word Morningside for those who feel that way, and we will strive to 
acknowledge that history when possible.
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