
n an absolutely beautiful Saturday
afternoon in May, Morningside

held its commencement ceremony on
the lawn in front of Lewis Hall.  Two
hundred and forty-one graduates shared
this moment with family, friends, and
members of our board of directors,
faculty, and staff.  Our honorary degree
recipients, Dr. Karen Wolff and Dr.
Robert Hilker, delivered eloquent
messages to the graduates.  It was truly
a wonderful day for all of us.

Commencement exercises always elicit
a myriad of emotions in me.  They are,
in a way, sad because I have watched
these marvelous young people since
they first arrived on campus…and with
many, developed close relationships.  I
have watched them compete on the
court and field, sing in the choir, perform
on stage, and I have had the chance to
talk with them about their experiences.
I’ll miss seeing them around campus.

Another emotion is great joy.  As I
handed out diplomas, I could see the
excitement and relief of having
successfully completed their degree
requirements.  Some of our graduates
are headed for work, some off to
graduate school, some to seminary.  But
what pleases me is that each of them
has been well served by Morningside.
They leave here well equipped to be
valuable contributors to society.  Our
college lives up to its mission statement,
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“The Morningside College experience cultivates
a passion for life-long learning and a dedication
to ethical leadership and civic responsibility.”

Faculty and staff dedicate their lives to
ensure that the Morningside experience,
in its entirety, enriches each student’s
life.  Ethical behavior, values, and caring
for one’s fellow citizens permeates all
we do…whether in a business class, a
chemistry lab, or a practice room.
Faculty and staff lead and teach by
example.

Perhaps this leads to the strongest of
emotions…pride.  I am proud of our
graduates to be sure, proud to be
president of such a fine school, and most
of all, proud of each and every one of
our truly remarkable faculty and staff.
Morningside College is a very, very
special place and the ceremony of
commencement is the perfect occasion
to pause and remember the impact this
wonderful school has had on so many
lives for 110 years.

Have a nice summer and if you get
the chance to drop by and say
hello…please do.

FAILURE TO MENTION SCHOLARSHIP

DISAPPOINTED ALUMNI | I am donating

despite the fact that there was nothing in

the magazine about the Donald Morrison

Scholarship that the Conservatory alumni

established at the last homecoming. I was

very disappointed!

Dr. and Mrs. Z. William Zurcher

1956/1958

EDITOR’S NOTE | In the last issue’s

Homecoming coverage, we neglected to mention the

scholarship thoughtfully established by

Conservatory of Music alumni in honor of Donald

Morrison, a much loved former faculty member at

Morningside. We apologize for this omission.

Additionally, we would like to thank the

Zurchers and all alumni who have made a gift

in support of The Morningsider, in response

to a letter sent out in January by Laura Pinto,

president of the National Alumni Board. To

date, more than 300 alumni from 35 states

have responded with donations totaling more

than $8,000. Your support encourages us as

we strive to improve the alumni magazine with

each issue. Thank you so much!

CALENDAR MISSED | The Morningside

calendar for the past three years was

awesome! I really miss having one this

year—is it too costly or [does it] just take

too much time? I would gladly buy one

in future years, as it was so nice to

reminisce about those days and see how

the campus has changed! Thanks!

Dixie (Schmidt) Brueck 1968

EDITOR’S NOTE | We considered both cost and

time issues in the decision not to publish a 2004

calendar. Since then, we have received a dozen or

so letters from alumni who missed the calendar.

We enjoyed the project and missed it, too. What

do you think, alumni and friends? Would you

like us to make an annual calendar a priority?

from the readers

from the president

Wow! The women’s basketball team won the NAIA
Division II National Tournament held in Sioux City.  As
the person in charge of the college’s welcome and
information booth, I was privileged to be there for every
game. I confess I’m not usually very sports-minded; I
hadn’t really thought much about women’s basketball
since my days in a high school church league (please,
never mind how many years ago that was).  As it turns
out, I thoroughly enjoyed every day of the tournament.
And, from what I saw, the Mustang women inspired
literally thousands of other people, including some
young girls who had stars in their eyes when they
sought autographs from team members.

Among those Morningsiders in attendance, something
of a phenomenon occurred—a phenomenon of faith. I
“blame” Dave Rebstock, our sports information
director. He said privately a month before the
tournament began that he believed the Mustangs

would triumph. His faith spread to me and to others.
This faith was carried in the hearts of many
Morningsiders, including members of the team (turn to
the center of this issue to read more).

Of course, in the wide scope of things, some might say
that a game is just a game. Regardless, the campus
community was proud of the Mustangs and the way
that they carried themselves. Winning a national
championship is memorable any way you look at it, but
it means even more when the players are so deserving.

I must also mention Kristine Sauer, a 2004 graduate
(read her profile on page 9). She began working in the
public relations office the first week of her freshman
year and stayed with our office throughout her college
career. She was fantastic, and we’ll really miss her. To
Kristi and all the members of the class of 2004, keep
the faith and keep in touch!

Cathee Phillips 1999

from the editor

John C. Reynders

mark your calendar!
2004 HOMECOMING

OCTOBER 29-31
Celebrating the classes of 1944, 1954,
1964, 1974, 1979, 1984, and 1994.
Contact Alumni Relations at 712-274-
5107 or alumni@morningside.edu to
be sure you are on the mailing list.

2004 alumni directory
Did you order the new alumni

directory from Harris Publishing?
A new directory is published every four
years or so. This year it was available as
a hardbound or softbound book and as
a CD-ROM. More than 1,000 alumni
placed an order. Your input is wanted.
Please send your opinions on the new
directory to  alumni@morningside.edu.
Thank you!

O

President John Reynders presided
at the 2004 commencement
exercises.  Right, he presents a
diploma to Haruna Yamada of
Japan. Below, he welcomes those
in attendance to the campus.


