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2004 CIRP Freshman Survey

Summary of Results for 
Morningside College’s

First-time Full-time Students

Daniel Petra, EdD
Office of Assessment & Institutional Research

Background

The CIRP Freshman Survey is the 
nation’s largest and oldest empirical 
study of higher education.
Provides normative data on each 
year’s entering college students for 
use in institutional decision-making, 
research, and assessment activities.
Morningside has participated 
annually since 1969.

Methodology

Entering Morningside College 
students are asked to complete the 
survey during orientation.
Survey is returned to Higher 
Education Research Institute, UCLA, 
for scoring.
Morningside receives reports showing 
results for first-time full-time 
students only, transfer students only, 
and all respondents.

This Presentation

Only provides information on first-
time full-time Morningside students.
Information on:

Student Characteristics
Reasons for Attending College
Previous Year Activities 
Self Perception and Predictions
Goals and Highest Objectives 
Views

Response Rate

First-time 
full-time

97%
No 

response
3%

Student Characteristics
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Gender of Respondents

Men
48%Women

52%

Self-reported Ethnicity

White / 
Caucasian

89%

Other
3%

African 
American / 

Black
3%

Mexican 
American / 

Chicano
5%

Ethnicity and Gender

91.1%87.2%

3.8%5.4%
1.9%4.7%
3.2%2.7%
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Trend: Percentage of White/Caucasian 
Students
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Self-reported Disability

0.0%

0.3%

1.3%

1.3%

2.3%

3.2%

0.0% 5.0% 10.0%

Speech

Orthopaedic

Health-related

Vision

Hearing

Learning

Trend: Percent Self-reporting a 
Learning Disability
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Distance from Permanent Home to 
Morningside College (in miles)

30.1%
20.7%

38.4%

10.8%

0.0%

20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

50 or less 51 to 100 101 to 500 Over 500

Trend: Percentage of Students with 
Permanent Home more than 100 miles from 
Morningside College

36.9%
29.1%

48.8%
43.0%

49.2%

0.0%

20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

1975 1984 1994 1999 2004

Highest Level of Formal Education 
Obtained by Parents

11.6% 9.0%

35.3%
28.1%

4.0%
4.0%

16.8%
17.5%

32.3%
41.4%

0.0%

20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

Father Mother

College Degree or
Higher

Some College

Postsecondary
School other than
College

HS Diploma

No HS Diploma

Trend: Percentage of Students Reporting 
that their Parents Earned a College Degree 
or Higher

19.7%

26.8%
29.6%

35.0%
32.3%

41.4%
38.6%

28.1%

21.3%

15.7%

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

1974 1984 1994 1999 2004

Father Mother

Type of Secondary School Attended

Public, 
94.8%

Private, 
4.6%

Home 
School, 

0.7%

Student Reported Meeting or Exceeding 
Recommended Years of High School Study

81.1%

67.9%

97.7%

50.0%

55.8%

82.8%

93.8%

89.8%

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%

Arts/Music (1)

CompSci (0.5)

History/AmerGvt (1)

BiolSci (2)

PhysicalSci (2)

ForeignLang (2)

Math (3)

English (4)
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Average Grade in High School

30.1%

15.8%
18.2% 18.5%

28.4%

9.8%

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

A or A+ A- B+ B B- C or lower

Trend: Percent Students Reporting an 
Average HS Grade of A- or Higher

23.8%
28.5% 29.4%

43.7%
45.9%

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

1974 1984 1994 1999 2004

Reasons for Attending College

Top 5 Reasons Noted as “Very 
Important” in Deciding to go to College 

44.9%

69.0%

65.5%

61.1%

64.4%

60.5%

58.1%

66.2%

71.8%

79.6%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0% 100.0%

To gain a general education and
appreciation of ideas

To be able to make more money

To be able to get a better job

To learn more about things that
interest me

To get training for a specific career

Men Women

Top 5 Reasons Noted as “Very Important” in 
Influencing Decision to Attend Morningside

30.9%

38.3%

35.6%

36.5%

62.4%

57.1%

52.2%

57.7%

61.0%

72.6%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0% 100.0%

I wanted to go to a school about the
size of this college

A visit to the campus

This college has a very good
academic reputation

This college's graduates get good
jobs

I was offered financial assistance

Men Women

Morningside College was their:

24.2%

5.4% 2.0%

80.9%

68.5%

0.0%2.5%

16.6%

0.0%

25.0%

50.0%

75.0%

100.0%

First choice Second choice Third choice Less than third
choice

Men Women
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Previous Year Activities

Activities During the Past Year Engaged in 
“Frequently”

22.2%

35.1%

52.1%

67.0%

67.6%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0% 100.0%

Asked teacher for advice after class

Was bored in class

Socialized with someone of another
racial/ethnic group

Used the Internet for research or
homework

Used a personal computer

Trend: Percent Students Who Used a 
Personal Computer “Frequently” During the 
Past Year

27.0%

52.5%

68.4% 67.6%

0.0%

25.0%

50.0%

75.0%

100.0%

1985 1995 1999 2004

Activities During the Past Year Engaged in 
“Frequently” or “Occasionally”

46.7%

50.3%

53.0%

57.7%

83.8%

85.4%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0% 100.0%

Drank wine or liquor

Tutored another student

Drank beer

Participated in organized
demonstrations

Attended a religious service

Performed volunteer work

Amount time spent during a typical 
week during last year in high school on:

82.2%

31.1%

11.6%

34.2%43.4%

9.5%

4.7%

28.5%

20.0%

1.7%

30.8%

2.3%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0% 100.0%

Volunteer Work

Working for Pay

Studying /
Homework

2 hrs or less 3 to 5 hrs 6 to 15 hrs Over 16 hrs

Trend: Percent Students Reporting 2 Hours or Less 
Spent Studying and Percent Students Reporting an 
Average HS Grade of A- or Higher

30.5%
39.2%

43.7% 45.9%43.4%

29.4%

0.0%

25.0%

50.0%

75.0%

100.0%

1994 1999 2004

Studied 2 hours or less A- or higher
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Self Perception and 
Predictions

Student Rated Self “Above Average” or “Highest 
10%” as Compared to Average Person of Same Age

23.8%

27.7%

29.7%

30.7%

31.3%

35.3%

42.2%

49.0%

56.4%

57.4%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0%

Artistic ability

Public speaking ability

Writing ability

Computer skills

Spirtuality

Mathematical ability

Self-understanding

Creativity

Academic ability

Understanding of others

Chances are “Very Good” that Student 
Will: 

43.9%

77.7%

37.8%

38.9%

64.6%

34.4%

58.0%

52.5%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0% 100.0%

Get a job to help pay
for college expenses

Play
varsity/intercollegiate

athletics

Be satisfied with this
college

Make at least a "B"
average

Men Women

Trend: Chances are “Very Good” that 
Student Will Make at Least a “B” Average

34.0% 31.4%
35.9%

40.1%
45.9%

0.0%

25.0%

50.0%

75.0%

100.0%

1974 1984 1994 1999 2004

Chances are “Very Good” that Student 
Will: 

7.4%

13.5%

22.3%

54.7%

6.3%

38.9%

44.9%

66.9%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0% 100.0%

Transfer to another college before
graduating

Participate in student clubs/groups

Communicate regularly with
professors

Socialize with someone of another
racial/ethnic group

Men Women Goals and Highest Objectives
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Highest Academic Degree You Intend 
to Obtain? 

0.8%

3.2%

0.0%

4.4%

33.1%

39.4%

19.2%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0%

None

Other

Vocational Cert.

Associate

Bachelor's

Master's

Doctoral / Professional

Highest Academic Degree You Intend 
to Obtain at Morningside College? 

1.0%

4.5%

1.5%

2.5%

70.6%

17.4%

2.5%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0%

None

Other

Vocational Cert.

Associate

Bachelor's

Master's

Doctoral / Professional

Top 5 Objectives Considered to be 
“Essential” or “Very Important”

46.4%

52.0%

60.8%

67.9%

79.0%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0% 100.0%

Obtaining recognition from my colleagues
for contributions to my special field

Becoming an authority in my field

Helping others who are in difficulty

Being very well off financially

Raising a family

Objectives Considered to be “Essential” or 
“Very Important” (Smallest Percentages)

13.5%

13.1%

12.1%

10.5%

7.2%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0% 100.0%

Creating artistic work (painting,
scuplture, decorating, etc.)

Influencing the political structure

Becoming involved in programs to clean
up the environment

Making a theoretical contribution to
science

Writing original works (poems, novels,
short stories, etc.)

Views

Characterization of Political Views

0.0%

21.6%

4.1%

16.2%

58.1%

2.6%

19.2%

60.3%

16.7%

1.3%
0.0%

25.0%

50.0%

75.0%

100.0%

Far Left Liberal Middle of the
Road

Conservative Far Right

Men Women
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Agrees “Strongly” or “Somewhat”

57.9%

58.9%

29.7%

48.0%

67.1%

18.6%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0% 100.0%

Colleges have the right to ban extreme
speakers

Colleges should prohibit racist/sexist
speech on campus

Racial discrimination is no longer a
major problem in America

Men Women

Agrees “Strongly” or “Somewhat”

66.4%

38.8%

43.1%

25.0%

24.4%

59.4%

27.6%

20.6%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0% 100.0%

If two people really like each other, it's all
right for them to have sex even if they've

known each other for only a very short time

Same-sex couples should have the right to
legal marital status

Affirmative action in college admissions
should be abolished

Realistically, an individual can do little to
bring about changes in our society

Men Women

Agrees “Strongly” or “Somewhat”

18.5%

35.9%

66.9%

59.6%

28.0%

40.1%

85.4%

60.5%

0.0% 25.0% 50.0% 75.0% 100.0%

The death penalty should be abolished

Abortion should be legal

The federal government should do
more to control the sale of handguns

There is too much concern in the
courts for the rights of criminals

Men Women

Link to Morningside College 
Assessment Plan

CIRP Freshman Survey provides 
information about students at point of entry 
into the institution.
Other surveys can be linked to CIRP 
Freshman Survey to provide longitudinal 
data on students’ cognitive and affective 
growth during college (indirect measure).
OAIR plans on administering the College 
Student Survey to Morningside seniors later 
this spring.

Cycle of College-Wide Assessments

Annual
ACT Class Profile Report (New)
CIRP Freshman Survey
Alumni Placement Survey
Alumni Outcomes Survey (New)

Three-Year Rotation
College Student Survey (New)
National Survey of Student Engagement
Graduating Senior Survey/Interview


